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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 
To run a-muck and tilt at ali I meet ; 
I only wear it in a land of Hecters, 


Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.—Port. 
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EXAMINATION AND ILLUSTRATION GF THE 
«“ MONARCHICAL PRINCIPLE.” 





No. 4.’ 





The great point to be ascertamed, when the atiusés of 
a state are inquired into, is the branch of authority ‘in 
which the monarchical principle resides: It'does not fol- 
low that because there is a king, he is in posseésion of the 
pewer which characterises the monarchical ptiieiple. We 
jave a king in England :—that is, we have an individtal 
who is called king; whe wears a crown on grand days, 
is allowed a handsome salary, and in whose name all 
business is transacted. fle may also do.a number of silly 
and mischieveus acts of his mete will and pleasure ; can 
invite whom he will to dinner, if his ministers will for- 
ward his invitations, and look like a king, in ail publie 
exhibitions. But if we look more closely, we shall find 
that but a very small portion of real authority is left to 
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him. We shall see there is something “ bebind the 
throne, grater than the throne itself.” ‘This was ‘said 
of a little woman called the Queen in the late reign; but 
the effect was mistaken for the cause. The Queen was 
at the head of the faction behind the throne, and was said 
to direct it: but it in ‘fact, directed her, and she wasa 
mere puppet in its hands, employed to manage an obsti- 
nate king, who was of a disposition to kick off his fetters, 
when he was permitted to perceive them. The old king 
would have been a despot.2f he could—but he could not 
combat with the system; although to avoid the disagrea- 
ble nature of such a contest, it was endeavoured to cajole, 
instead of coercing+his inclinations. The kingly authority 
in England is, politically speaking, a nullity. If a king 
has any disposition for business, he must do it in the mode 
chalked out for him. {ff he has none, he may spend his 
‘found of animal enjoyment of wine and women, the bed 
and tattle, and the affairs of state will run smoothly on, 
without any royal assistance. Mr. Paine said the busi- 
ness of the king of England was to spend nearly a million 
per annum : and this is quite as much of business too, as 
any one man is capable of. Since Paine’s time, the salary 
-pas been increased, notwithstanding that he said an able- 
‘bedied man would do the work for £500 ; and an honest 
Scotchman actually offered to do it for £100 :—but the 
business remains the same, and is discharged by other 
parties. 

We must therefore search elsewhere for the mischievous 
‘exercise of the menarchical principle since the authority is 
80 little ip the hands of the monarch, that if the King 
were by any untoward chance to be removed, it is not 
easy to perceive how the system of transacting business 
would be at all disarranged. And an inquiry as to the 
real-authority, the grand moving principle of government, 
will bring us into the midst of the oligarchy, termed in 
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ordinary language the Boroughmongers. It is to this 
hot-bed of corruption that the monarchical principle has 
been transplanted into England; and there it flourished 
with as much vigour, as ifit were in the congenial soil of 
Algiers, Petersburgh, or Constantinople. There it is, 
like the poison-tree of Java, corrupting and destroying as 
it governs, until the once healthy liberties of England are 
as lost to all charm ef verdure, or vigour of growth, as the 
trees of the blighted forest. Wherever the whole people 
do not participate in the choice of their legislators, and 
wherever the constitution is not the DELIBERATE and 
ACTUAL choice of the WHOLE, what Sir W. Jones calls 
the principle of “ governing aLL by ALL”’ is lost sight of, 
and the “ monarchical principle’’ is introduced in its stead. 
One partical of this monarchical principle is quite enough 
to corrupt the whole mass, for it contains the thriving 
germ of political mischief, and it will grow in any soil:— 
perhaps it thrives the bet‘er from being thrown as it were 
carelessly by the way side; for it is the mote likely to be 
neglected till it takes deep root, thus it has been in 
England. Whilethe tyrannic power remained openly in 
the hands of the monarch, every hand was raised to resist. 
Rebelltons upon rebellions followed and the kines were 
compelled piecemeal to resign the lberties of the people ; 
—but when this despotic principle was imagined to be 
destroyed while it was only transferred into the garden 
of aristocratical privileges, the people thought their work 
was done, and they became indolent, while the noxious 
plant fixed itself so deep in the earth, that it now mocks 
al human endeavours to remove it; and seems to laugh 
at all power save that of a political whirl-wind to affect its 
stability. 

The object of the monarchical principle is plunder ;— 
and whatever state is plundered the most dearly, there the 
monarchical principle is operating the most extensively, 
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and the most injuriously. Shall we try England by this 
test? If we do, we shall shame Russia by the comparison; 
for the Teeces of the English staves are worth more in 
one year to their shearers, than those of Russia, though 
ten times as numerous In ten. Here are the real gold 
mines of oppression! ‘This is the land of enterprise, in- 
genuity, and industry. Here fortunes are acquired faster 
than any simile can pourtray, except we compare them 
with the facility with which they are absorbed by the va- 
rious drains into the treasury of the oligarchs. ‘Th? Rus- 
sians may taste the knout a little more frequently ; but 
for profit, ask the Lord Chancellor if he ever found 
fleeces so rich as the poorest bankrupts bring into his 
stores? For our parts, we should prefer the existence of 
the monarchical power, in the hands of a single absolute 
master; and, if we may say so without being thought too 
much tainted with disaffection, we should not be very sorry 
to sec George the Fourth, tired of the laurels of Bacchus 
and the myrtles of Venus, play the ambitious monarch, 
and act upon the suggeston of John Reeves, that the 
monarchical principle is the trunk of the tree: ard the 
goodly branches of the lords and commons ; beautiful ex- 
crescences that might be removed, and leave the tree yet 
vigorousand splendid. It would ke a sed thing to some 
folks, if he should take it into his head to dismiss his faith- 
ful Commons, and his noble Lords from the cares of legis- 
lation ; but we do not see what mischief it could do us.— 
We should not have so many Acts of Parliament passed ; 
but they are worth so litt-e, that we shou!d not n ind that. 
We should not have so many fine speeches: but we should 
save a great deal of trouble in reading a much greater num- 
ber of badones. We should not have such pretty promises 
at elections ; but then we should not have to pay for them 
so much more than they are worth ; and no single master 
¢ould squeeze from us in taxation a fourth part of what the 
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niited powers of the boroughmongers Wring {rom our 
toil, and from our blood. A single master would resem- 
ble the working of the state-vessel with an engine of a 
single horse power: while the management by the bo- 
rough faction resembles the working of a hundred horse- 
power; and the resources are ground down with an irre- 
sistible impetus. Give us, We say, a single master. There 
are some hints thrown out that the reformers mean next 
year to petition the King to dismiss the Commons, as not 
heing the representatives ; and that it is better to have 
no representatives at all, than a sham representation. This 
would be simplifying the matter ; and would be a very 
economical matter; and though the boroughmongers 
might talk about their vested rights, and grumble a little, 
they would find themselves impotent. The people would of 
course, be neutral; and the army of course would be a 
loyal army and act at the bidding of the monarch. John 
Scott, Lord Eldon, who said the King would deserve to 
die, and he hoped to God he would die if he consented 
to act with any other representation, ought to rejoice to 
get rid of representation altogether. He would not then 
want Mr. Canning to manage the House of Commons, 
seeing that there would be no House tomanage. He might 
then tell Lord Live-pool to go home and pay himself, as 
he would not be wanted to harangue the House of Lords. 
He might then hold the Court of Chancery in his parlour, 
the Court of Appeals in his drawing-room ; and put the 
royal conscience into any convenient closet, to be ready 
when wanted. All sinecures might be abolished, and all 
encrinous salaries tessencd; because noblemen and honour- 
able gentlemen would not then want hiring to support the 

system. ‘The other Post Master General might be packed 

off, and all the Lords of the Admiralty might be metamor- 

phosed into Grooms of the Stok, or cob-web brushers to 

the Court. Au enormous saving would be effected by 
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such an arrangement: and as.to the people they would 
not be in any worse condition : and they wou!d have a bet- 
ter chance of mending it; for if asingle master were to 
play many fantastic tricks, they could much easily reach 
him, with remonstrances, or petitions, or other means.— 
The partial responsibility of a hundred individuals is no 
responsibility at all—but when all the responsibility rests 
upon one, it is sometimes efficacious. 

That the monarchical principle does exist in England 
we have clearly ascertained, although it is not in the 
hands where ordinary observers look for it. A: ¢slocracy, 
in all its branches, is but a diversified modification of the 
morarchical principle :—true government knowing no- 
thing of privileges, except as attached to INDIVIDUALS, 
and conferred upon them by the ELECTION of the PEOPLE. 
In England, the government is entirely in the hands of the 
privileged classes. They form the majority in the legis- 
lature—they direct in the cabinet—they name the sheriffs, 
the judges, the whole legislative and exccutive authority 
—they share the patronage of the church and state, and 
the pillage of the people amongst them. They are “ the 
alpha and the omega,” the beginning and the end of the 
system. In them centers all its advantages; and this is 
the operation of the monarchical principle in England. 
Our exeellent friend, Major Cartwright, says this ought 
not to be—that it is no part of the system which deserves 
the name of the Constitution of England. But these 
areso. Were is the monarchical tree grafted with aris- 
‘ocratieal privileges, and blooming with pestlenteal luxr- 


urves at the expense of the rights of the million :—and 
how is it to be dealt with. ‘‘ Prune it very gently,” says 
Lord John Russell, “ take off a few of the unsightly 
“ branches, and trim it into a decency of appearance: but 
* teach not a leaf that can be spared. To be sure nothing 
* grows wellnear it: but then the tree thrives. thanks 
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‘ to the refreshing dew of taxation, which falls quarterly 
‘ upon it: and it is so venerable, that although it prevents 
‘ the sun from warming or the dew from moistening any 
‘‘ thing beneath its branches ; it must be preserved as en- 
‘« tire as possible, for the mere look of the thing.”’ 

Let it alone, says George Canning, we cannot spare a 
twig of an abuse. Who knows which of us may want to 
nestle upon what it is proposed to remove. Never mind 
the looks of the thing, while the tree prospers, it is a 
goodly tree; and we live upon it. What is itto us, who 
may starve below ! 

| don’t see that anything is the matter below, said Lord 
Castlereagh, a great many good things drop through: and 
the people ought to be satisfied. Ithought otherwise, 
when I was underneath myself; but having got up I am 
satisfied that those below ought to be grateful and, content. 

‘‘ Hew it down and throw it into the fire, cry out the 
grumblers from below. Let the Manch.ster Yeomanry 
cut their throats forthem, a set of ungrateful scoundrels ! 
reply the well-seated gentlemen ; and thus the game pro- 
ceeds while the multitude are noisy. When they are quiet, 
which they always are when the good things drop amongst 
them a little more liberally than usual, the gentlemen 
above are complaisant and good tempered ; and pat the 
villains on the head like well-behaved spaniels ; and call 
them loyal and obedient creatures ; and promise them so 
many blessings, that the good folks beiow begin to imagine 
themselves in heaven for a while; but the shower of man- 
na is soon again interrupted, by the appetites of those 
above ; and then the cry is again—down with the noisy 
rabble! You senseless swine, lie still! Some specula- 
tors recommend a treaty between the great folks above, 
and the little folks below; butas the onedo not like to 
descend, and the other “vant to come up, the preliminaries 
can never be agreed upon ; and itis to be feared that the 
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winish multitude in some of its passionate moods, will 
imitate the conduct of the old sow in the fable, who, to 
revenge herself upon an eagle which had taken a fancy to 
feed its young ones upon her farrow, grubbed up the oak, 
and brought the royal bird down to her own level. 
The proudest of the species are much more at the mercy 
of the meanest than they are aware of. The glare of au- 
thority, and the pomp of power, are mere shew to the eyes 
that are steady enoughto look through them. Sterne 
remarks with equal force and truth—‘“ If one man is 
“ equal to another in the field, why not in the Cabinet ¢ 
“ Trust me where it is not so, the man is false to himself 
“ and betrays his own cause ten times where nature does 
“ itonce.” The existing science of government in Eu- 
rope is founded upon imposition. A man is taught to be- 
lieve that he must have a king in the same way that he 
must have food to support existence. The attempt is made 
to teach him the nature of the office, or the duties ofa 
king. A sort of cabalistic mystery is thrown over the 
word; and the ignorant know no more about the circum- 
stances under which a king is vested with authority, 
than they do of the Benamuckee of the Indians. We have 
heard many hoary-headed simpletons say, ‘ what should 
we do, if there were no king ?’’ one of them was breaking 
stones upon the highway, when he asked this silly 
question ; and of course we replied, “ why, you could 
break stones, we suppose, quite as well without a king as 
with one ;” but he shook his head, as if he thought it a 
doubtful matter whether there would be any stones to 
break, if there were no king. This ignorance and infatua- 
tion would deserve the punishment it meets with, if it 
were not the result ofa studied determination to deceive, 
on the part of those who should be the instructors of 
mankind. Before the mind is ready for the cultivation of 
wholesome truths, it is crammed with the weeds of pre- 
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judice. Some interested knave who holds a precarious 
existence under the system, undertakes to prepare the 
young mind for the reception of the most degrading pre- 
judices. All the minions of authority stand ready to 
assist him, and reason is strangled in what should be its 
developement. Hence the natural defence of despotism. 
It says men are in love with it; and so knaves pretend 
to be; and so fools are. In Spain there is absolutely a 
class praying for the establishment of the Inquisition !— 
of the Holy Inquisition! The English reader, however 
ignorant, will stare to hear this; but Dr. Slop, of the 
New Times, will tell him that it is very proper, and that 
the Inquisition is a very good thing for Spain; although 
rather too hot for the meridian of England, because the 
simpletons of England can be managed without it. Here 
is the document, as addressed to the Regency established 
by the French at Madrid :— 

“ The illustrious Ayuntamiento of the city of Vittoria, 
which enjoyed the distinguished honour of personally con- 
gratulating the Provincial Junta of Spain and the Indie, 
upon its triumpliant passage through their town, cordially 
rejoices in repeating its most respectful congratulations to 
your Serene Highness upon its installation ; and the supe- 
rior degree of confidence which it justly deserves ; hoping 
that Divine Providence will enlighten and direct it (amen! } 
in managing the helm of the state in this frightful tempest, 
during the captivity of our idolized King. The effective 
energies of your Serene Highness will doubtless overcome, 
in such intricate circumstances, every difficulty ; and will 
fulfil the religious hopes of all good Spaniards, by restor- 
ing to his throne our beloved Sovereign and his royal fa- 
mily, now oppressed by impious, bloody, and regicidal 
hands! If tosucha probable and grateful consummation, 
should be added that of the re-establishment of the fLoly 


Office of the Inquisition, the bulwark of the faith, the 
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sentinel of religion, and the ter or of heretics, which is 
ardently desired by all good Spaniards, friends to the altar 
and the throne, in proportion as modern piilosophers and 
innovators detest and misrepresent it, all their religious 
wishes would be gratified in their fullest. extent.— 
Thus they would see things restored to the situation in 
which they were. before the unfortunate 7th of March, 
1820 which is the object anxiously desired by all those who 
are friends to.order, and who respect the holy office ; for 
the re-establishment of which this loval corporation con- 
fiding in your justice, supplicate your Serene Highness.”’ 

This precious specimen of human stupidity shall close 
this essay. ‘“ The force of folly can no farther go.” 
orca SO ST TR a . 

TO CORRESPO . DENTS. 

The merry antics of the great Red Lion, Mr. Canning, and the 
litthe Red Lion, Mr. Huskisson, at Liverpool, shall not pass un- 
noticed. We are very glad to perceive that these * lions rampant’ 
of 1817—to 1819, are become ‘ lions passant,’ and very decently 
behaved lionstoe, in 1823 But we cannot forget that they are 
‘ beasts of prey :’ and their good humour results from the regularity’ 
with which they are ‘ fed ;’ and the ‘ repose’ which their * keepers 
suffer them to enjoy. When circumstances shall again “ stir them 
up with a long pole,” they will be as furious as ever: and it 
would be very advisable to pull out their teeth, and pare their claws, 
while they are ina loving sortof a humour. Astothe herd of asses 








who entertained them, they are past all cure :—and we care not 
what becomes of them. 

The statement relative to the people of Colour shall be attended 
to. 

The case of Theodore is under the consideration of the Editor. 
The ex-parte evidence is certainly strong. 

A Scotchman on Easter Offerings 1s received. 


OO _ - ———- 


CHURCHER’S COLLEGE. 











Rogate, near Petersfield, Aug. 25, I823. 


Mr. Eviror, 
The interest the above question excites in this nelgh- 
bourhood, you may readily imagine ; added to which, we 
are on the tiptoé of expectation from the promised publi- 
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cation of the whole case, which is already proved to be 
the most gross of any of the abuses in charitable institu- 
tions that have hitherto been discovered. If it were pos- 
sible that the conduct of Mr. Hylton Jolliffe, and the 
othcr Trustees, could create any surprise, it would appear 
very singular that they should have resolved to remove it 
from the Vice-Chaneellor’s Court to that of the Lord 
Chancellor, which can be for no other purpose than to de- 
feat the ends ofjustice, by creating delay, avoiding paying 
the expenses, and deferring the benefit which the town 
must ultimately enjoy, when this institution is placed on 
its proper focoting. 

To estimate the motives of the appeal, I wish to ask, 
through the medium of your publication, first, whether 
the virtuous treasurer of Churcher’s College has paid the 
debt of £1,650, with interest thereon, due from his late 
father to the college funds, twenty years ago? 2dly, As 
the income exceeds the expenditure by probably £300 
per annum, what has become of that surplus since the in- 
vestigation commenced in 1818? Has it been regularly 
funded, or, with gross neglect, allowed to remain, like 
the former large sum, unproductive for a number of years. 

Common justice to this excellent charity, and to the 
inhabitants of Petersfield, induce me to expect you will 
not refuse insertion to these remarks. 

I remain, Mr. Editor, your obliged humble servant, 
INVESTIGATOR. 


P.S. May [ask of your Merstham readers, what has becr 
done with the charitable fund in their neighbourhood, the 
‘abuses in which you exposed a short time ago ! 


ce nanditinntinsiinsiel. iin — - 


— 


WHITE SLAVE TRADE :—FLOGGING OF WORK- 
MEN. 
TO MR. BAINES, PROPRIETOR OF THE LEEDS MERCURY. 








Sir,—The manner in which you have noticed the are 
trele in the Black Dwarf. on the cas‘ of John Matinicaring. 
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compels me to address you ina tone which | regret to 
have occasion to use towards one who has been on /he list 
of the advocates of freedom for so many vears. But the 
occasion is peremptory, and all ceremony must be waved ; 
the case is so rankly infamous that every flimsy pretence 
must be torn from it, that it may stand exposed in its 
native deformity, to the execration of every honest man. 
You have ventured to stand forward as the public apolo- 
gist of a deed of as much illegal turpitude, as ever was 
committed in Algiers ; and that by a species of delusion 
which will not bear the slightest inspection; but as it 
might appear to do you an injustice to comment on de- 
tached portions of your remarks, | will insert them ver- 
batim, that our common readers may be enabled to judge 
on which sde lies the right. I copy the article from the 
Leeds Mercury of the 23d ult. 


“ JoHN MAINWARING’S CASE. 


“ Qur attention has been called to a publibation in Mr. 
Wooler’s Black Dwarf, arising in some degree, out of an 
advertisement in this paper, of the date of the 3lst of 
May last. That advertisoment, the contents of which 
were attested by John Mainwaring, a mechanic, set forth, 
that he had been engaged as a machine-maker for a term, 
by Messrs. Stansfeld, Brig gs, and Stansfeld, (of Kirkstall- 
Mill, near Leeds ;). that he had been summoned before 
two of the Magistrates of this borough, on the complaint 
of his masters, for absenting himself from their service for 
a few hours; that for this offence he was committed to 
the House of Correction for fourteen days! that while in 
eonfizement he was privately flogged ; and that this part 
of his punishment was infieted with so much severity that 
he must carry the marks of it to his grave. On this state- 
ment two questions were asked—Ist. Whether masters 
have the power by law to cause their work-people to be 
flogged !—And 24, if the punishment be inflicted illegally, 
what steps can be taken by the injured party to procure 
redress ‘ 

“To these questions, which were addressed to the 
public, and not to the Editor of this paper, no answer 
was returned; but in the Black Dwarf of the 6th instant, 
an article appeared under the head of “ F loge ring Work- 
men,’ wherein the questions were answere.t in a Way more 
indicative of the humane feeling than of the legal know- 
ledge of the writer. In that publication, which we did 
not see till the present week, flogging of workmen for 
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neglecting their duty is very justly reprobated; and it ts 
added, that there is no law in England which authorizes 

Magistrates to order workmen to be flogged for any ne- 

elect ofduty. This, we fear, is an error. Téere is, we 
believe such a law; ond if Mr. Wooler will look into the 
20 Geo. IL. cap. xix. seet. 2. he will find that the Justices, 

pay, even one Justice, has the power, oa complaint of 
the master on oath of any misdemeanor, miscarriage, or 
ill-behaviour of his hired servant, being an artificer, 
haudicraftsman, &e. to punish the offender “* by commit- 
ment to the House of Correction, there to remain and be 
corrected, and held to had labour for a reasonable time 
not exceeding one calendcr month.’ If, therefore, a 
hired servant’s absenting himself from his work can be 
deemed a “ miscariage or misbehaviour,” aud if to correct 
means to flog, the conduct of the Magistrates is clearly 
sanctioned by law, though we must say that this law is 
fitter for the n neridian of Barbadoes than for England, and 
that it is time that it stiould be expunged trom tie statatn 
book. The Pats have, however, the power, evee 
under this act, to pursiie 2 more lenient course, and it Is 
to be regretted, that the obnoxious punishment of private 
flogging should be awarded against an offence on which 
a Jury has not sat in judgment. That there were other 
charges against Mainwarisg is no justification of this se- 
verity, as he was not allowed to make his defence upon 
those chirges, and it is a principle of all just law that no 
man shall be pronounced guilty, much less punished, 

unheard. 

‘ Itis represented to us, and we believe correctly 
sid a private conversatioa was held between the Mayor 
and Mr. Stansfeld on the subject of these charges, previ- 
ously to the matter being heard in open Court: this was 
certainly irregular and improper, as much so as if the 
Judge at York should allow himself to be taken aside and 
commtnicated with in private by a prosecutor, on the sub- 
ject of a charge about to be b: rought befo.e the Court: it 
is even more improper for a Magistrate on a complaint 
jnade by a master against his servant to give audience to 
{he complaining party in private, than fora Judge to hear 
{te ex-parte statement of a prosecutor, inasmuch as the 

Magistrate in this case is both Judge and Jury. It is an 
extraordinary part of this transaction, that neither John 
Mainwaring himself nor his employers were aware, when 

2 Sentence was passed, that the punishment was to ex- 
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tend beyond the 14 days imprisonment: and it was not 
till after the flogging, which Mainwaring says consisted 
of about two dozen lashes, v igorously applied with a cat- 


_o’nine-tails, was inflicted, that Messrs. Stansfeld and Co. 


had the slightest intimation that any corporeal infliction 
whatever was to take place. Mainwaring has, we find, 
determined to bring that part of the law, which empowers 
Magistrates to order hired wo ‘kmen to be privately flogged 
for misconduct or neglect of duty, under the consideration 
of Parliament, by a petition founded on his own case ; and 
we know so much of the managing partner in Messrs. 
Stansfeld and Co.’s manufactory as to feel perfectly assured, 
that he wonld unite most cordially with any body of re- 
spectable petitioners ina prayer to Parliament for the re- 
peal of this cruel enactment. 

‘“‘ As to the statements in the Black Dwarf, which refer 
to the management and discipline in the works of Messrs. 
Stansfeld and Co. we must in candour say, that they 
are distorted and calumnious. We have, since the publi- 

cation in question was brought under our notice, investi- 
vated the circumstances of the case deliberately and im- 
partially, not without that bias which we at all times fee! 
towards the weak when opposed to the strong, and the 
result of that investigation is, that the conduct of Main- 
Waring towards his masters was highly reprehensible. 
We find that, during the short period of about two months 
that he was in their service, he absented himself from 
his employment for one, two, three, and on one occasion 


‘for four days, in a week, and that he was de- 


tected in the act, as he himself admits, of clandestine- 
iv procuring dimensions, from which he caused mo- 
dels to be made out of the midl of machinery 
used by his employers, and, as they say, first made 
by them. With respect to the treatment of their 
work people, by Messrs. Stansfeld and Co. it will easily 
be conceived that where four or five hundred persons, 
principally children, are cougregated in a comparatively 
new establishment, causes of complaint will oceasionally 
arise’, but from all we can learn, the treatment of the work 
people in this mill is in general not only free from cruelty 
or oppression, but is, on the contrarv, kind and even 
parental. 


Now, Sir, to an examination of the facts. Lagain re- 
peat that there is no law in England authorising magis- 
trates, withont the intervention of a jurv. to direct the 
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flogging of any individual. If there were such a law, 
the whole body of the people ought to rise, with arms in 
their hands, todemandthat it should be expunged from the 
statute book! But there is nof such alaw. ‘The statute 
you quote, (if quoted correctly) does not bear you out in 
your construction. ‘To correct does net necessarily mean 
to flog ; nor is a man’s absenting himself fronv his labour 
such a“ miscarriage or misbehaviour’ as would be deemed 
requisite to justifyan caforcement of the provisions of such 
an act, in the eves cf any honest magistrate. If it were, 
the bachs of every journeyman in the kingdom might ke 
torn to pieces at the cavrice of a master who would swear 
anything, and of a magistrate who would play the minion 
to the master’s revenge. But supposing this act was as 
potential as you have stated it to be, how came it to occur 
to you to quote it as an authority, when you declare it is 
“ fitter for the meridian of Barbadoes than of England ?”’ 
If it be so, the wretches who inflicted the penalty must 
also be better adapted to the meridian of Barbedoes ; the 
more especially as you describe them as adopting the ut- 
most severity which they could inflict, while the law em- 
powered them to adopt a course far better adopted to the 
case. The result of yourown logic then exhibits them 
jn the hght of unfeeling brutes, who were determined to 
inflict a punishment better suited to the meridian of Bar- 
badoes than of England, in their delight to find a law 
which enabled them to gratify their inhuman propensity 
to acts of cruelty. The act you have alluded, to which I 
have not the convenience of recurring, was doubtless 
meant to protect masters against any wilful injury which 
they might receive from hired workmen: and the extreme 
penalty of the act was as doubtless intended to apply to 
extreme cases of wanton injury and wilful mischief. ‘The 
law is so monstrous, even in that light, that-it has fallen 
into eomplete disuse :—until it has. heen discovered. by 
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yourself to paliate an outrage of which an ordinary slave- 
driver would have been ashamed :—but when the nature 
of the alleged offence is compared with your own version 
of the law, you will blush in your closet at least, that 
you should have been induced to gloss over conduet, 
which no one would be more eager in private to condemn. 
I do not pretend to any great legal knowledge; though 
upon the ordinary bearings of the law of the country, 
1 should be strangely deficient in the power of observa- 
tion, if I were not as well-versed as journalists generally 
are:—and I have no hesitation in stating that Main- 
waring had. in the instance selected, committed no offence 
whatever. He had neglected no duty—he had, in common 
with his fellow-workmen, spent an hour or two at a public 
house, after the settlement of a dispute in the manufactory. 
I take his statement to be correct for two reasons—because 
it has never been contradicted by his vindictive masters, 
er the flogging mayor !—and_ because it is authenticated 
by the testimony of those who were with him. He was 
consklerably before hand with the work in his department: 
—no injury from his absence was pleaded. He was selec- 
ted to be flogged because his vindictive persecutors dis- 
liked him, and because they thought the flogger was 


at their dictation. You, sir, must be aware, that the ques- 


tions addressed to the public through the medium of your 
newspaper, were addressed to you, asa professed leader of 
public opinion: it was your duty as the editor of a paper, 
professing liberal principles, to have investigated the case ; 
and instead of eluding the question, by inserting the com- 
munication as an advertisement, to have taken up the 
matter; aud to have proclaimed at the time, that such 
conduct was ‘‘ better fitted to the meridian of Barbadoes 
than of England.’ Had you believed it to be law, you 
were bound to have expressed your abhorrence of sucha 
jaw ; but knowing a mot /o be the law, which | insist upon 
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you must have known, (even appiying the law you 
quote to the case at issue) it was the duty of one who 
professes to take “ the part ofthe weak against the strong.” 
to have denounced this flagrant enormity, this infamous 
abuse of power, to the indignation of tke public. But 
I must be excused for the belief that you are far more 
inclined to take the part of the strong when opposed 
to the weak; and the conclusion of your remarks stamps 
this upen your character, in this instance, without the 
possibility of escape from the charge. You admit all 
Mainwaring’s facts. You say, that there being other ehar- 
ges against him was no justification of the severity, as he 
was net allowed to make his defence upon these charges: 
andit isa principle of all just law, “ that no man shall be 
pronounced guilty, much less punished, unheard.”’ 

You admit that Stansfeld tampered with the Mayor, in 
a private conversation on the subject of the other charges, 
before the matter came into Court; you say this ismore 
improper than tampering with a higher judge, beeause 
the Magistrate is both judgé and jury ; and you tell us, 
(but mark, I do not beliéve you) that neither Mainwaring 
nor his employers were aware, when sentence was passed, 
that the punishment was to extend beyond the fourteen 
days imprisonment. Mainwaring might be ignorant of 
this ; but that his employers were, demands a degree of 
credulity, er rather gullibility, which is not often met 
with. Was not the flogging part of the business settled 
in the private conversation? Was it not arranged between 
the master and the Mayor? Such a supposition makes the 
matter intelligiBle enough, and witheut it we are ina 
strange dilemma. Did the clerk put the flogging inte the 
commitment, of his own authority ; or did the gaeler tse 
the lash for his personal amusement. No, no, Mr. Baines, 
yeu must not suppose the good people of Leeds will swal- 
low this whale of yours. You have been inguiring of 
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Mr. Stansfeld upou this point, and he told you so—and 
you believed him, did you? And you publish it as true { 
And you expect others to believeit? Why cid you not 
add, that the Mayor knew nothing of the flogging ? that it 
was all a mere accident. The possibility of the prodaction 
of the commitment prevented this additional falsehoed; but 
you have placed Ais worship in a more aukward dilemma 


than before. You have fixed ail the barbarity upon him, 


without the excuse of provocation. You have made him 
a cold-hlooded instrument of the revenge of Stansteld, and 
even oulgoing Stansfela’s thirst of vengeance. You bave 
made him do more than he was wished to do—more than 
he was expected—more than he wasasked to do—and all! 
as it would seem, for the pleasure of having the flesh torn 
‘rom the man’s back! Never was poor Mayor treated in 
this manner before! And this you call backing your friends, 
Mr. Baines! His worship will be inclined to call cut, © a 
plague of all such backing !’’. No, no, Sir, Mr. Stansfeld 
knew it well enough, and there is but little doubt that he 
had contrived it aN; andas to his uniting in a prayer to 
Parliament for the repeal of this cruel enactment of which 
he took se despicable an advantage, itis what the odd man 
in the Vicar of Wakefield would call, a piece of fudge, which 
far. outdoes all the fudge of Lady Carolina Wilhelmina! 

So far you appear to have taken the part of the weak 
against tho strong, with the exception of the cant .of 
Stansfeld not knowing that his wishes were about to be 
fufilled: aud of the ‘“‘ managing partner’s’”’ zeal for the 
repeal of an enactment, whieh only exists in the barha- 
rous construction of the Leeds Mercury. But the object 
of the whole article—the exculpation of the strong, .at 
the expense of the weak now becomes apparent. You 
commence your last paragraph by saying that the state- 
ments in the Dwarf, which refer to the management and 
discipline in the works of Messrs. Stansfeld and Co., are 
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distorted and calumnious. The authority of Mr Baimes 
may be very good, but his word !s not of sufficient impor- 
tance to contravene intelligence derivad from the parties 
who are subject to this management and discipline. So 
far from ‘having distorted the facts, 1 have sobered down 
the description of the discipline, as received from the spot. 
And | most firmly believe that the statement as published 
is under-rated, instead of being distorted; and as to being 
calumnious, Mr. Baines is well aware that the Black 
Dwarf, though not quite so sparing of deserv d censure, 
is as far from calumny as the Leeds Mercury. Where did 
you, Sir, get your information ? Did you go to the manag- 
ing partner, who had his own case to make good, and 
take from his own lips his own testimony to the amiabiltty 
of his character; or did you go to mquite of the over- 
lookers, with Mr. Stansfeld at your elbow, to hear all that 
was said? You are an admirable investigator to be sure ? 
and you took an exquisite mode of getting at the truth— 
Allow me-to request you will inquire further, whether 
an overlooker was not dismissed the day after your inquiry, 
for honestly, though perhaps aceidentally stating, that Mr. 
Stansfeld had ordered the flogging at the mill, which I'do 
not suppose you wHl endeavour to justify by the perver- 
sion of another Act of Parliament. I am, Sir, instrueted 
to tell you, that every thing stated in the Black Dwarf, is 
incentrovertible ; and | demand your proof of the distortion 
of one fact, or of the calumpious bearing of one statement, 
instead of the EVIDENTLY FALSE ASSERTION, that 
“the treatment ef the work people in this mill is in general 
not only free frem cruelty, or oppression; but is on-the 
eontrary, kind and even parental.’ If 1 may trust any of 
the ordinary evidences that make up belief of afact, I-must 
proelaim ‘this a GRATUITOUS FALSEHOGD ; -and appeal to 
ihe -backs of Mainwaring and many others fer the proepf— 
Pray, Sir, whatshad you-to do with the alleged miscoa- 
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duct of Mainwaring in other instances, when you have 
set down in your own article, that the Mayor had no- 
thing to do with them—when it is clear that no one 
had anything to do with them, as no charge was ventured 
to be preferred against him upon them? You lend your- 
self to the falsehoods of his persecutors, and say ‘‘ we find,”’ 
&c. when you could not have found any such thing. The 
statement you make against him is ridiculously improbable. 
Men so fond of the lash as Mr. Stansfeld, if he had such gross 
cases of neglect to refer to,would not have selected a frivo- 
lous pretext, on which to satisfy his vengeance. He would 
have taken Mainwaring before the magistrate on the stron- 
gest ground ; he would have shewed his injury, and called 
boldly upon Mainwaring for his answer, instead of sneak- 
ing into a private room, and tampering with a silly ma- 
gistrate or two, to induce them to punish a man, without 
hearing him say a word in his own behalf. 

The obvious facts of the case proclaim all this abuse of 
Mainwaring FALSE. He declares himself that he was 
considerably in advance in his work:—this could not be 
the case, if out of eight weeks employment, he had been 
absent from his employment one, two, three, and on one 
occasion for “ four days ina week.’’ This must be deli- 
berate falsehood to screen villainous injustice. All this 
you might have been taught to repeat, as a parrot learns 
his lesson, by Mr. Stansfeld, but as you say you have read 
the Black Dwarf, you lend your own authority to a nis- 
representation when you say that Mainwaring “ admits of 
clandestinely procuring dimensions.’’ He admits no such 
thing. He says he did make drawings to improve him- 
self in the art; but there is not the least reason to believe 
that he was doing it elandestinely. Certainly there is no 
admission on his part to that effect:—but ifhe had done 
any wrong, why was it not fairly charged against him , 
and a legal atonement required’? The sneaking dastard- 
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ly conduct of his employers proclaims him innocent, and 
you biassed against him to make out their cause; but it 
is not the holy alliance of Mr. Baines with Mr. Stansfeld 
aud the Mayor, that can render right wrong, or change 
white into black. There was so much determinate malice 
in the case, that not even the provisions of your flogging 
act were observed. Your quotation makes it necessary to 
liave the oath of the employer to the misbehaviour ; but 
(although the oath of Mr. Stansfeld may be somewhat 
like the honor of the knight who swore thatthe beef was 
vood and the mustard was nauglit, while the beef was 
naught and the mustard was good,) it does not appear 
that any oath was taken, except it was administered in the 
prewwate room. A summons was given to the man: and 
when he attended, he was prohibited from speaking to 
any charge, and ordered away to imprisonment and the 
TORTURE! I say torture, sir, because thumb-screws, 
gags, stretching irons, and the applicaticn of red hot pin- 
cers, might have been applied Just as legally ; and those 
who sent him there it may be deemed would have had as 
little objection to the one, as to the other. 

I should have thought the authorities of the town had 
disgraced themselves enough, by the sanction of what 
was little less than murder, in the case of the wretc!red 
girl, Sledding ; when you also stepped forward as the 
advocate of the weak Mr. Littlewood; who, however, 
found himself too strong for the indignation of the 
thousands of inhabitanis of Leeds. But it seems nothing 
will content you but the conversion of the manufactories 
into mere dens of miserable slaves, only differing in colour 
from the slaves of the West, whom his worship the mayor, 
and Mr. Tennant, and Mr. Stansfeld affect so much to pity ; 
—although it would be just as rational for the West India 
planters to petition the legislature to releve the white 
slaves of the manufacturing towns from the opy ression 
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that embitters their ill-requited labour. A petition from 
the West Indies, embodying the destruction of Sledding, 
the flogging of Mainwaring, and the treatment of the 
children in “ the mill,’ would give Mr. Wilberforce as 


ample scope for his eloquence, as any case made out hither- 
to of West Indian barbarity. 


The Londen papers of last week furnish me with a cu- 
rious contrast to the conduct of the Leeds Magisirates ; 
and as aperusal of it may benefit you ailin that neighbour- 
hood, [ shaii insert it as a useful commentary upon your 
legal knowledce. 


- POLICE ——B OW-ST REET. 


“ Thursday, the 28th ult. a person of the name of Daniel, 
tn the employment of Mr. Wood, a currier in-Bow-street, 
was brought before Sir R. Birnie on a charge of being re- 
fractory, and of leaving his work without his master’s 
leave. It appeared, however, that Daniel was not an 
apprentice, that he was 24 years of age, and had agreed 
to work for Mr. Wood upon a special contract. Under 
such circumstances the Magistrate could afford no redress 
to Mr. Wood, and desired him, if he felt aggrieved, to seek 
that course cf proceeding which would, no doubt, meet 
his griev ances. 

‘ Daniel, in his turn, retorted upon the house of Mr. 
Wood, and charged them with an assault upon him this 
day about ten o’clock. Daniel’s statement was this :— 
‘Fhat about ten o’clock this morning, the business he had 
to do being very heavy, he went out for half a pint of 
beer, during the absence of the two defendants ; and that, 
in order to lose no time, he had the beer put into a bottle, 
which he carried with him into the work-place. On the 
arrival of the defendants this circumstance was told them, 
and the elder cf them said the business. must be settled 
now, and that such things s‘:ould not be allowed. Where- 
upon having called the complainant into his counting- 
house, he beat htm for some time with a walkmg stick, 
threw him down and stamped upun his body. Not satis- 
fied with this. the complainant’s shirt-sleeve was torn 
right across. Of course, continued the complainant, f 
made all the resistance I could, even after the attack of 
the two Messrs. Wood, and have no doubt that I might 
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Fave kicked the younger, but not Qotil he first collared 
and beat me with his brother. 

« Sir R. Birnie—What is the auswer to all this? 

‘ Wr. W. Wood—We cotsider him as our apprentice, 
and that we have a right to chastise him for being re- 
fractory, which [ assure you, sir, is often the case. 

‘ Sir 2. Birnie—But f apprehend he is we your ap- 
prentice, and that you have no right to use ¢ 
stick to cane him. 

« Mr. W. Wood—He is the oldest of four apprentices 
whom we have, and we consider his example to be highly 
dangerous.— Besides, we bave inflummable premises, and, 
contrary to express orders, we have found him dressing 
beef-steaks or other victuals. We consulted my father what 
to doin order to check his disobedicnes, and he told us 
not to bring him before a Magistrate, bat to chastise him. 

.“ Sir R. Birnie—How long did he stup out this morning ? 

«“ The Messrs. Wood’s auswered they did not kuow ; 


and the senior added, that the complainant had beat his 
brother. 


walking- 


“Sir R. Birnie—Yes, buf not tilt afier your brother had 
beaten tim. 


“Mr. Wood, Jan.—f desired him 
but he said he would not go. 

“ Sir R. Biraie—Yes, but you are not authorised fo cane 
him, W bile another is asking your father’s a ivice. 

“ Danicl—They were not satisfied with using me so ill 
: n the house, but Mr. Wool collared me in the street, and 

ield me almost till 1 got to this office. I consented to go 
pra the Magistrate, and thatthe officer knows. 
“ Sharp, the officer, corroborated the assertion. 
“ Sir R. Birnie—Iff the complainant were brought here 
Wthout the caning, the law no doust sould provide some 
remedy. But one of you was not to deat him, and neither 
of you to treat him in the manner he has sworn. The lad 


is 24 years of age, and the paper shewn 
denture: 


to leave the premises, 


nme is hot an in- 
The matter must go to the Quarter Sessions. 

“Mr. Wood—May I then ask, Sir, is this agreement 
binding?! oc 

‘Sir R. Birnte—i am uot here to answer sush a ques- 
tion. The decision of the question is beyond the jurisdic- 
tron of the Magistrates. ‘The lad is an artieled Servant, 
and Hable to be sued for a breach of contraet, if he has 
been.cullty of any. 


es The defendan! instantly found hail, and ivft the 
office.” 
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Sir Bichard Birnie, you see, would not countenance the 
flogging even at‘ the mill ;’ and he seems totally ignorant 
that ‘* 20G. II. Chap. 19. Sect. 2,”’ authorises flogging ; 
though he knows, with every one else, that the law pro- 
vides some remedy in cases of refractory and wanton ne- 
gleet of stipulated duty; and were I in Mainwaring’s case 
{ would have ample satisfaction upon both the Mayor, and 
the Master, if there were justice to be had in England ; 
which, for a poor man, is but very seldom the case. Iam 
astonished that a mere regard for their personal safety 
should not check these petty despots. If the worthy 
Mayor and Mr. Stansfeld had had to deal with such a man 
as attempted the life of Mr. Horrocks, the M. P. for Pres- 
ton, his frenzy might have led him to seek both their lives. 
There is no distinetion created in the feeling produced by 
the oppression of a tyrant of a state, or that of a tyrant of 
a single manufactory. The one plays the despot for his 
eaprice and his pleasure ; and the other for his profit ; but 
the effects upon the oppressed are the same. Though there 
have been slaves who would present the javelin hurled at 
them upon their bended knee to the despot. to be hurled 
again with surer aim—there are others who would make a 
better use of their escape from death, to urge it home into 
the oppressor’s heart. The world is slowly beginning to 
pereeive that the multitude were not born tobe the foot- 
stools,er the bondslaves of the few ;—when i! is quite en- 
hightened upon the subject, men will no more shut them- 
selves up in manufactories by thousands to labour for the 
accumulation of an enormous fortune by their masters, and 
to be tl-treated into the bargain ; than they will permit 
themselves to be placed by taxgatherers at the command 
of the oligarchy of boroughmongers. The relations be- 
tween man and man will be better understood ; and the 
pride of the one class and the servility of the other will be 
removed. Then such men as Mr. Sadler and Mr. Tenant’ 
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will not be entrusted with power to abuse ; and you, Sir, 
will be relieved of the irksome duty of palliating crimes, 
or glossing over injustice, which you cannot avoid seeing, 
but which you now dread to stigmatize with the fearless 
spirit that becomes a man— 
“ Unplac’d unpensioned, no man's heir, or slave !” 
lam, Sir, yours, &e. 


THe Bitack DwarFe. 





A LITTLE PLAIN ADVICE TO THE PEOPLE. 





To the Editor. 
SIR, 

The constitution of a body natural, is that tempera- 
ment, or habitual system of the fluids of the body, by 
which they are distinguished ; such as sanguinary, phleg- 
matic, bilious, &c. &c. and the constitution of a body poli- | 
tic, is that system, or general habit of a people which 
partakes more or less of that kind of temperature which 
the majority of the people are endowed with by the great 
First Cause! such as, for insiance, the French people may 
be said to be—sanguinary, volatile, eccentric, and rapid 
in their thoughts and motions. ‘The Dutch are more sedate, 
phlegmatic, cautious, and slow, in all their doings. The 
English are in general a mixture of the different tempera- 
ments, and are generally influenced by a magnanimity of 
soul, anda dte sense of justice and publie spirit! a noble 
generosity, an ardent love of freedom, and devoted to 
maintain the just rights of all mankind. And although 


the real constitution of all countries is, or ought to be, 
the general good of the people ! it must in some respects, 
be subject to the prevailing temperament. 

The predominant constitution of the English is the 
** Sovereign Will of the People.’—No man or set of men. 
can, of right, exercise any privilege, or authority, with- 
out the appointment, or consen! of the Sorcreign People ' 
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therefore the Government of England muy be satd to be 
self Government, or a genuine republic! for ‘notwith- 
standing the people might consent to have a king to 
be the exclusive magistrate, yet, he is always consi- 
dered only as the chief servant of the state. And the 
great bady of the people can depose him when they find 
him unfaithful to his trust !—Now as the constitution is al- 
ways understood to be the “ good of the whole,” it is clear 
that whateve: militates against the general good, must be 
unconstitutional, and the only way for individuals to find 
permanent good, is to support and maintain the public 
weal! Butas the sovereign will of all tse People can- 
not be obtained by a general meeting, they being too 
numerous to meet all in one place, so as to hold a general 
consultation ; an expedient was adopted fora general re- 
presentation by mecting in districts, and chusing substi- 
tutes to assemble in one place, to promulgate the true 
sense of ali the people. The only fair, and just way to 
accomplish which, is to cause a general census of all the 
people, and divide them into such nearly equal districts, or 
proportions, as shall be found necessary to the purpose 
intended : suppose 20,000 inhabitants, or nearly so, to be 
the proportion to elect one representative ; and suppose 
any city, town, parish, or district to coutain 20.G00 in- 
habitants, or nearly so, and those to produce about 4,000 
male adults, being about one ia five; then those 4,000 
male adults would elect one deputy. And if the united 
kingdom should contain 20 millions of inhabitants, or 


wearly so, then the proportion of deputies for the whole 
nation would be one thousand. But, if some cities and 
large towns should contain more than 20,000 people, then 
those cities, &c. to be divided into so many parts or parishes, 
as will contain that number, or nearly so; so as to elect 


as many deputies as their proportion require: but never 


to elect more than one deputy for one proportionate part. 


























THE BLACK DWARE. 351 


And if any town, parish, &c. should contata less than 
the proportionate number, then the inhabitants of the 
vicinity should be added thereto, in order to make 
up the number required. This being easily to be ac- 
complished, when the principle is acknowledged, a 
fixed time should be appointed for the elections to take 
place, and all in one day; agreable to. the consummate 
plan of the indefatigable Major Cartwright’s Bill of Rights 
and Liberties. This being the only plain simple.way of 
obtaining the true sense of all the people, which is the 
very essence of the constitution, the concomitant parts 
might be easily adjusted. 

Much has been said about the branches. of the constitu- 
tion; such as the monarchical, the aristocratical, and the 
democratical ; but, it is obvious that thetwo first of these 
are really no part of the constitution — only accidents 
crowing out of the body politic from the want of attention 
on the part of the people; which carelessness has, from 
time to time, suffered the most. aaring i inovatious to creep 
into our syst m of policy ; and which will ultimately cause 
a necessity of applying some caustic to eradicate. Laws 
have also been considered, by some, as a part of the con- 
stitution: but it is clear that laws are either constitutional 
or unconstitutional ; according as they are just or unjust. 
But all history informs us what iniquitious measures have 
ieen assiduously pursued to obtain unjust, and of course 
unconstitutional laws, to the disgrace and shame of the 
Engh! nation!—Magna Charia has been, by some ex- 
tolled as a branch of the coustitution! butit is well known 
that the Barons who foreed King John to sign the famous 
charter, did it not from reverence to the constitution, or 
for the preservation of the rights of the people; but, for 
the support of their own selfish feudal ascendancy ! 

As to the real branches of the constitution, the first is 
the nights of the people to chuse what form of Gorerninent 
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they think proper. And their right to meet and consult 
about all public affairs, which some late acts of Parliament, 
disgracing the nation, have abrogated ; and which is un- 
doubtedly no less than high treason against the Constitu- 
tion! — Secondly, the right of all the people to carry 
arms to protect themselves from all insult, either foreign 
or domestic. Thirdly, the right of impartial trial for all 
offences, by means of tw@ive impartial jurors. 

The right of the people to choose their representatives 
to make laws, &c. is only an expedient to supply the 
place of all the people meeting in one place, which is 
impracticable. 

On the three forgoing rights, depend the whole of the 
English Constitution! and those rights belong to all 
classes without partiality. 

The people acquiescing in the present form of govern- 
ment, consisting of King, Lords, and Commons, does 
not preclude them from abolishing the same, if they should 
see it necessary ; yet there is no probability of their doing 
so, unless some absolute and despotic measure should be 
attempted by the aristocratical or oligarchical parties. 

The idea of future rewards and punishments has ever 
been strenuously propagated by the priesthood, and sup- 
ported by the proud and haughty in all countries, as the 
most effectual means of preventing the majority of the 
people from concerning themselves in political affairs ; al- 
ways iuculcating the doctrine, that a quiet acquiescence in 
their present sufferings, and resting ina full assurance of 
future rewards for their patience, is much better than a 
turbulent grumbling about worldly affairs. But, why do 
those religious and haughty folks prefer the good things of 
this world to the blessings of futurity ? Is it because they 
are not quite certain of the future good, or is it that they 


wish to persuade the ignorant to let them enjoy the good 
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thines of this world uninterrupted? The latter seems to be 
the most probable. ‘The systematically rehgious folks are 
guite angry When any expresses a Coubt about a future state. 
But I should ask, what signifies an opinion whether it is to 
he so or not, seeing if it is ordained to be so, by the all- 
wise, so it must be ; but if not so, have we blind mortals 
aright to find fault with him that ordaineth all things? I 
would ask (if it were not presun ptuous) the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, or even the Pope himself, if he could give 
me a positive proof of a future existence ? or even ii such 
wouid be a means of eternal happiness! ‘ The way to 
reason nght is to submit.”’ As for iny part, Lam quite 
satisfied that the Supreme Being has ordained all things 
for the best. Ail | have to say Is that if the learned, the 
wise, and the great prefer the good things of this world, to 
their hopes of futuritv, why may not the poor and un- 
learned do the same / Can they be justiv angry with the 
poor for doing as they do? If they did but know how hard 
it is to starve, would they consent to have the simple com- 
forts of the needy wrested from them, to satisfy an inordinate 
thirst after proud luxury? Would they consent to have the 
necessaries of life taken from others, to pamper their own 
appetites, and fill themselves with all kind of diseases ? 
Surely they would not. 

Religion urges us spontaneously to reverence the Su- 
preme Being! <nd pray to Him for relief either of body 
or mind; and in all cases to submit to His allwise decrees; 
never repining because we do not obtain our wishes ;— 
never requesting Him to be partial towards us ; but firmly 
relying on His unerring wisdom, and infinite goodness : 
ever saying, ‘ Thy will be done ;’”’ being perfectly con- 
vinced it is impossible for Him to do evil; or, that “ all 
partial ill is universal good.’’ We want no priest to teach 
us incomprehensible things, and to take off our attention 
trom our moral duties. Our chief duty is to put our whole 








354 THE BLACK DWARF. 


trust and confidence in God! and to “ love our neighbour 
as ourselves,”’ agreeable to the catechism of the church of 
England; this being the whole duty of man. It is the 
thief design of the priesthood—encouraged by scheming 
politicians, to bewilder the minds of the ignorant about 
their future welfare, while they take care to secure their 
temporal interesis, at all trmes, and onall oecasions. This 
caution being que tecetsary to guard the people against 
the delusions of those who would divert their attention 
from their temporal welfare—their rights and liberties ! to 
the mysterious concerns of a future state ‘ 


“ For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight, 


His can’t be wrong whose life is in the right.” 


Be submissive and obedient to the divine will! and 
** do as you would he done by,’’ in the strictest sense, and 
you need not fesr but that the blessing of the best of beings 
will be the result.—He does not require us to neglect eur 
temporal concerns to wor:khip Him? but to labour honest- 
ly, and submit to his will. If we are robbed, are we not 
to punish the rebbers *—If the boroughmongers rob us pf 
our dearest rights, are we not to bring them to justice — 
Meet therefore, all ye people (although some late acts 
subversive of our best rights and hiberties have been pas- 
sed) meet and consult about your grievances ; and the 
best and most constitutional method of redressing them.-— 
Meet at such times, and in such places, as shall be thought 
the most likely to obtain the general sense of all the people, 
concerning the internal enemies of your country. Meet, 
and if you apprehend the subverters of the constitution will 
call out the red-coated executioners to aid them in their 
treasonable designs, meet ———— well resolved 





to maintain your sacred constitutional rights !—Be firmly 
resolved to offend no just authority ; but to support, de 
the utmost of -your power, gustece and the just Whertres of 
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vour naleve lund. The very essence of the constitution, is 
the right cf the people to bear arms in self-defence, and 
Whoeves opposes this right is an enemy to freedom, and 
not worthy to live in a land of liberty! 

If you dare not meet and assert your just rights,—if 
you are afraid of the boroungh-mongering faction, ye are 
not worthy to be called the sons of liberty! but must co 
down to the dust with the richly deserved names of cow- 
ards and slaves!—Englishmen, can you liveand suffer such 
ignominy ?—Can you Ive and be ridden and spurred on 
to the vilest slavery by a set of vote-buying miscreants, 
and not make one noble struggle for your freedom? Is it 
possible that the degenerate sons of those who were for- 
merly worshippers of sacred liberiy can forget the acts of 
their forefathers, and embrace that bane of society— 


slave-y? If you meef, you cannot. If you meet, you will 


rekindle the sacred fiame! If you meet, vou will confound 
your oppressors! and those who now oppress you, will 
admire, and even applaud vour just and resolute conJuet. 
This, no doubt, will be ealled by all the supporters of ar- 
bitrary power rebellion, But ifa people are robbed, is it 
rebellion io bring the robbers te justice ’—If a people are 
deprived of their dearest and most sacred rights, is it re- 
hellion to meet openly and consult measures to have 
those sacred rights restored *—Is it rebellion to endea- 
vour to obtain by fair, open, a.d just means, a re- 
stitution of those invaluable rights which the unprincipled 
boroughmongers, &c. have filehed from us ?—Surely we 
are nol so far degenerated as to submit to such an unjust 
and degrading an accusation. Surely the most unjust, 
and most infamous massacre of an unarmed and unoffend- 
ing people, at Manchester, by a cowardly cruel ycomanry, 
has not paralized the souls of the people, and obliterated 
all remembrance of former times? Surely that: most hor- 
rible deed, has not so terrified the people as to have taker 
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away all sense of right or wrong, and sealed the doom of 
freedom for ever? If the higher classes think so lightly 
of those most enormous things, as to prefer their own pre- 
sent selfish interests to the general good, then it is clear 
that the people must meet and consult what is best to be 
done to prevent the recurrence of so shocking an evil; as 
well as to remind the rich and great, that justice is to be 
preferred to cruelty; and humanity and generosity are 
much better than arrogance and selfishness. Meet con- 
stitutionally for just purposes; but be very careful not 
to give offence to any just authority ; so shall you! attain 
the knowledge of what is best to be done for the general 
zood, . 
The first thing to be considered at the general meetings 
of the people, is the best method to obtain a just and full 
representation of all the people in Parliament, as a foun- 
dation for the repeal of all unjust laws: and surely no just 
man can object te it. But, here I must have a recurrence to 
that sophistical thing called political religion! to that bane 
of human happiness, artificial political religion! the very 
antipodes of true religion! the blinding, deluding, can- 
ting, puzzling, hypocritical, mummery—practised by the 
priesthood, to lead the minds of the people astray from 
their true social interests. ‘To prevent them from obser- 
ving and detecting the villany of those who pretend to 
be their guides to eternal welfare :—what can be more 
wicked! what can be more diabolical? is it not to fly in 
the face of the Almighty, to teach the people that he is te 
be hypocritically importuned to be partial towards those 
who cheat their fellow creatures: whereby they implicate 
his justice, and endeavour to make the people believe he 
is “ a respecter of persons?’ O God, epen our eyes and 
assist, our understandings, that we may see the truth! 
and really and sincerely ‘‘ do as we would be done by.” 
RW. 


August 24, 189% 














